
The signs of the defeat of Libyan revolution

Saoud Salem

2011

In a few hours, the UN Security Council will decide to start air strikes against Libya. France
has said that it is ready to start the bombardment from tonight.

We condemn this international resolution, if it is realized. And we totally reject any foreign
intervention in Libya, whatever shape it may take, especially a French one. France, that sold
Qaddafi weapons worth billions, weapons that he is using today to blow up Libyans, the same
France that didn’t stop such deals until 3 weeks back.

We condemn this intervention that will transform Libya into a real hell, even more than now.
That intervention will also steal the revolution from the Libyans, a revolution that has cost them
thousands of dead women and men so far.

An intervention that will also divide the Libyan resistance.
And even if these operations do succeed and Qaddafi falls (or dies) like SaddamHussein, it will

mean that we were liberated by Americans and French, and I can assure you that they will keep
reminding us of that every minute.

How we can stand this later? How we can explain all these casualities to the coming genera-
tions, all those dead bodies that will be everywhere ?

To be liberated from Qaddafi just to become slaves to those who armed him and empowered
him during all those years of authoritarian violence and repression.

After the first mistake — the militarization of the popular revolution — here we are committing
our secondmistake — the establishment of a new leadership of figures arising out of the remnants
of the Libyan Jamahiriya regime. And our third mistake is coming inevitably, which will be to
ask for help from our enemies. I only hope we will not reach the fourth one: that is, occupation
and the arrival of the marines.

Sarkozy and France are our enemies; they are also enemies of the whole Third World. They
don’t hide their contempt of us. All that Sarkozy cares about is to be re-elected next year.

The man who organized the meeting between Sarkozy and the representatives of the interim
national council is none other than Bernard-Henri Lévy, a quack philosopher, and for those who
don’t knowhim, a French Zionist activist who concentrates all his efforts on supporting Israel and
defending its interests. We saw him lately in Tahrir Square just to make sure that the revolting
youth there would not chant against Israel.

What can be said while waiting for the bombs?



Because bombs will not differentiate between those who are pro-Qaddafi and who are against
him.

Colonialist bombs, as you know, have only one objective: to defend the interests of arms
traders. They sold Qaddafi arms worth billions and then we ask them to destroy them now…
Then we will buy new arms through the new government — it is an old, well-known story. But
there are people who cannot learn except through committing old mistakes, made long before.

I say this very clearly: this is a very dangerous strategic mistake, one that the Libyan people
will pay for, maybe for many years to come. More than the years of the rule of Qaddafi and his
family.

I call today, and now, just hours before the burning of Libya and before it is made into another
Baghdad, I call on all Libyans, all intellectuals, artists, university graduates, everyone, those who
canwrite and thosewho cannot, every female andmale citizen, to reject thismilitary intervention
by the US, France and Britain, and the Arab regimes that they support. At the same time, I call
on all the peoples to support us, the Egyptians, Tunisians, French, even Chinese, all the peoples
of the world, we welcome their support and sympathy.

But as for governments, whatever government, we will not ask anything from them, but to
leave us alone, to let us finish the problem of Qaddafi by ourselves.

Saoud Salem
Libyan anarchist

17 March 2011
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