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Comrades in the Red Army!

Revolutionary Insurgent Army of Ukraine

June 1920

Comrades in the Red Army!
Your commanders and commissars are frightening and con-

vincing you that we Makhnovists are murdering captured Red
Army men.

Comrades! This infamous lie has been concocted by your
leaders only so that you, like slaves, would defend the inter-
ests of the commissars, so that you would not let yourselves be
taken prisoner by us Makhnovists and so you would not learn
the truth about our worker-peasant Makhnovist movement.
We, comrades, have risen against the oppression of all

tyrants. For three years our blood has been flowing on all
fronts. We drove out the Austro-German tyrants, smashed
the Denikinist hangmen, fought against Petliura; now we
are fighting the domination of the commissar authority, the
dictatorship of the Bolshevik-Communist Party: it has laid its
iron hand on the entire life of the working people; the peasants
and workers of Ukraine are groaning under its yoke. We will
also mercilessly exterminate the Polish landlords who come
to stifle our revolution and to deprive us of its achievements.
We are fighting against all authority and oppression, no mat-

ter what its origin. Our deadly, implacable enemies are the



landlords and capitalists of all nationalities, the Denikinist gen-
erals and officers, the Polish landlords and Bolshevik commis-
sars. We are punishing and killing them all mercilessly as ene-
mies of the revolution of the working people.
But we consider you, comrades in the Red Army, our blood

brothers, together with whom we would like to carry on the
struggle for genuine liberation, for the true soviet system with-
out the pressure of parties or authorities.
Captured Red Army men are immediately set free wherever

they choose, or we invite them into our ranks if they consent
to this.
We have already freed thousands of Red Armymen captured

in numerous battles and many of the prisoners are now self-
lessly fighting in our ranks.
So do not believe, comrade Red Army men, your comman-

ders’ cock and bull stories that the Makhnovists are murdering
Red Army men. It’s an infamous lie.
When they send you to fight against the Makhnovists, do

not steep your hands, comrades of the Red Army, in fraternal
blood. When the fight begins, kill your leaders yourselves and,
without using your weapons, come over to us. We will greet
you as our own brothers and together we will create a free and
just life for the workers and peasants and will struggle against
all tyrants and oppressors of the working people.
Long live the Brotherly union of the Revolutionary In-

surgent Makhnovists with the Peasant and Worker Red
Army Men!

Insurgent Makhnovists
June 1920
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