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Coordination

Establishing and re-establishing links with Belarusian and
Ukrainian comrades is necessary both to better understand the
regional context and to join forces. We should also look beyond the
capitals Moscow and St. Petersburg, because there are struggles in
the regions of the Russian Federation and abroad that could be the
starting point for big events that will shape the course of events.
To fight the regime, we will need the support of like-minded
people from all over the world. We need aid of the organizations
with already existing organizations and communities in the coun-
tries where we are ending up as emigrants. In them we can find
ideological and resource base for creation of our own collectives
and organizations.

Conclusion

This article is not the final truth, but an invitation to dialogue.
The more voices are heard in our movement, the more different
opinions and reflections, the more debates and search for solutions,
the better we will understand our prospects and the necessary steps
to achieve our goals. Obviously, there is a lot of hard work to be
done to rebuild an anarchist movement that will be capable of real
action and of support for its members, but if we really want to get
to the level where we can give our contribution in overthrowing
the Putin regime and Russian imperialism, this work must be our
priority.
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Organisation

There needs to be a clear organisational structure and an under-
standing of its purpose. We now have time to prepare a clear and
strong framework consisting of objectives, strategy, working meth-
ods and principles, networks, resource base, programme, common
standards. We need to move beyond closed affinity groups and see
the benefits that a more structured approach brings. This will also
help to bring people back into the movement who have left because
of its lack of seriousness and unresolved problems. An important
part of this process is the transfer of experience from the “older” an-
archist generation to the newcomers, to prevent repeated stepping
on a rake.

Revolutionary personality

Participation in an organisation requires the development of
certain qualities. It is necessary to develop a personality that com-
bines discipline, dedication, faith, responsibility to the organisa-
tion, comradeship, political imagination, the desire to work on mis-
takes and self-criticism. It is very difficult to develop such a person-
ality without an organisation, but it is also impossible to develop a
revolutionary organisation without such a personality.

Not only the already mentioned ideological training, but also
tactical training can help us in this. The Russian aggression has
once again shown the need to acquire military skills that most an-
archists do not have. However, to become militarised and take up
arms is not only about physical self-defense, but also about devel-
oping a mindset that is based on discipline and responsibility.

Ideological and tactical training constitute a complex knowl-
edge that requires training. It can only be learnt in specific contexts
and with the appropriate infrastructure.

Revolutionary personality and organisation have been already
well written about by BOAK.
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a good time to build such infrastructure and find resources with-
out attracting attention, given the choice of good locations and dis-
tance from Russian law enforcement.

Political analysis

We need a detailed analysis of the current political and social
situation in Russia and the world, study of history, to gain a bet-
ter understanding of our place in it. All this will allow us not only
to familiarise ourselves with what has happened, but also to think
strategically, to anticipate probable scenarios of events, to develop
plans for each of them and to be flexible. A possible programme
for an anarchist movement also requires this analysis. It is not a
question of academic work: it should be the tool of all ideologi-
cally prepared anarchists. Every comrade needs to be able to anal-
yse the situation, draw conclusions about it and make decisions
accordingly.

Studying the anarchist emigration of the past is a useful work
that could help us draw lessons from previous century. A good ex-
ample can be Italian anarchist emigration in time period between
1874 and 1930. Even though fascism in Italy triumphed for some
time, Italian anarchists and anti-fascists from other political cur-
rents succeeded in defeating fascism in their community and con-
tributed to revolutionary struggle in other countries. Perhaps today
we could learn something from their experience and strategies.

Another example can be the influence of emigré activities on
political situation in Russia — starting with “The Bell” newspaper
published by Alexander Herzen all the way through many anar-
chist circles who began organizing long before the revolutions of
the start of 20" century.
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and frustration, and are prepared to go to great lengths to prevent
this picture from unfolding before our eyes again.

Our brief assessment of the position, resources and readiness
for action of anarchist movements in BUR paints a complex pic-
ture. It is not surprising that talk of a coherent and organised an-
archist movement in BUR often provokes either incomprehension
or rejection and ironic bitter chuckles. And yet these thoughts are
already being voiced — both by anarchist Alexei Makarov, who par-
ticipates in the armed resistance to the Russian invasion, and by
BOAK, which conducts partisan warfare in the Russian Federation.
Moreover, these thoughts slip into private conversations among
people in exile. The idea is not new; it is in the air, waiting to be
put into practice.

In summary, we can say that in its current situation the anar-
chist movement is not living as an organism capable of combining
diversity and unity, spontaneity and organisation, idea and reflec-
tion, form and content, high standards and accessibility — the com-
mon characteristics of a strong revolutionary movement. In our
view, without this capacity, the anarchist project has no chance of
being successfully realised in BUR and beyond. We believe that the
best version of our future lies in the direction of organised anar-
chism and an international movement.

How do we move forward?

From all of the above we can derive what the movement is lack-
ing and what it should focus on. We see a direction for action in
the following five areas.

Infrastructure and resources

There is a need for infrastructure that makes possible both or-
ganised mutual assistance in emigration and preparation for re-
turning home - technical, financial, tactical, ideological. Now is
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This text was written by a small group of Russian anarchists. We
are not in Russia and are actively engaged in revolutionary struggle
in another country.In this article we examine the current situation of
the anarchist movement in the Russian Federation and in emigration,
draw conclusions about its readiness for revolutionary events, and
share our thoughts on what should be done now.

Today Russian anarchist movement is in bad situation. But
this is not a reason to give up, quite the contrary. There are
advantageous circumstances in all difficult situations, and we
must use them. Right now the Russian emigration has such an
opportunity.We are convinced that revolution in Russia is possible
and necessary. The anarchist movement must participate in taking
down the regime and join processes of social changes under
political regimes that will come after.

Without a strong movement we won’t be able to act in a coher-
ent and organized way in upcoming revolutionary events. We do
not consider success of anarchism in the post Soviet countries pos-
sible without anarchist organizations — above-ground and social,
combat and underground. That’s why in this text we are calling for
creation of organizations, making it possible to shape a united and
coherent movement that can rise to the challenge of our times.

We consider it necessary to analyse Russian political emigra-
tion and seek to draw useful lessons from it. Our analyses are not
complete and focus on only a few aspects that are important to us
specifically. In the process of these reflections we make critical re-
marks, with the aim of motivating those people who will find what
is expressed in this text interesting and important. We are writing
primarily for people from Russia. We see the need for greater unity
in the anarchist movement, the need for organised struggle and in-
ternationalism as a revolutionary tradition. This text aims to share
this vision.

We realise that the idea of “revolutionary struggle”, as well as
many of the other formulations we use, may be unclear and seem
unrelatable to everyday reality for many of the readers of this text,



our close friends, and even for those with whom we share this very
struggle. We believe that it is essential to define for ourselves this
idea, its concept and meaning. We need to envision ourselves in
it and draw conclusions for our lives and priorities. This is a basic
component and a first step for personal and collective orientation
in current events if we are to not only understand them, but ac-
tively participate in them as an anarchist movement. So despite
any discomfort you may have in reading this, we ask you to focus
on the essence of what’s written, and encourage you to engage in
discussion about it.

Another important concept for us is BUR (Belarus, Ukraine, Rus-
sia). Although this abbreviation may seem outdated or even prob-
lematic, we find it quite appropriate in view of the Russian Federa-
tion’s imperial project and its implications for Belarus and Ukraine.

Anarchism and the global crisis

The third anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine
is just around the corner, and it has been 10 years since the war
began. This war is shaking up geopolitical maps, changing mili-
tary doctrines, claiming hundreds of thousands of lives, bringing
to the fore the crimes of the Putin regime and the bravery of the
Ukrainian people in the face of such a threat. At the same time,
Israel is wiping Gaza off the face of the Earth, invading Lebanon,
while other long-smouldering military conflicts in the Middle East
and beyond are escalating. The current state of affairs on the pe-
ripheries of empires and former colonies gives us clear clues about
possible future scenarios. The number of wars will increase, mil-
itarisation will grow, and more and more people will be pushed
out of their lands, doomed to dehumanisation, to the position of
a migrant labour force, banging against the deaf walls of the visa
fortresses of first-world countries in an attempt to gain legal status
for their families.

these things are not bad at all. However, if that’s all we have, it be-
comes a problem. Despite the excellent examples of ABC-Belarus,
Solidarity Zone, Antijob, Solidarity Collectives — they are only a
fraction of the strength that could be realized by a more organised
movement.

Projects and people are scattered around the world and often
poorly connected to one another. Non-constructive conflict and,
more importantly, a lack of global vision and willingness to join
forces beyond a small group of people contibute to this weakness of
connection. This leads to a lack of shared and accessible movement
infrastructure and resources: from finance, transport and housing
to people, knowledge, skills and the ability to mobilise the move-
ment as a coordinated force. This deficiency is crowned by the lack
of formal anarchist organisations with a long-term perspective, a
political programme, clear goals and committed people.

We are already experiencing the consequences of this shortcom-
ing today, with each new round of global events. We are gener-
ally not keeping up with their development and are not adequately
preparing for the challenges and opportunities ahead of us in the
near and distant future. As we have already written, there will be
more and more wars and invasions, regimes will lose stability, and
emerging crises may again lead people to self-organise and con-
front the state. The general problem anarchists are facing is that
our readiness for such turns of events is low. If the movement fails
to seize these opportunities, they will be seized by other forces, or
quickly slammed shut. The result then is likely to be the opposite
of what we want: instead of uprisings against the regime, we are
likely to see people rallying under its flag. This problem keeps us
in a position from which the most we can do is react symbolically
to what is happening, without the ability to take initiative and de-
velop our own vision on a more global level. There is no doubt that
those of us who have observed this process several times over the
past decades in different countries have experienced much pain
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10 years without an organisation

There is much to think about and discuss, and this is already
being done — for example, the Dogma podcast, which has collected
many relevant and important contemporary experiences, critiques
and voices from the anarchist movement. Yet the necessary anal-
ysis of the condition of contemporary anarchism in the BUR has
yet to be done, as a holistic view is not yet available. It is neces-
sary for the realisation of the ideas of a free society after the fall of
the Russian regime. This analysis would allow the anarchist move-
ment to understand its history, its shortcomings and advantages, to
unite and act as a strong movement that can realise its proposals
for society. At the moment we are not such a movement, and it is
particularly painful and frustrating to realise this while comrades
are dying in Ukraine and a desperate struggle lies ahead.

Let’s take a look at the event that only few of those currently ac-
tive in the anarchist movement have witnessed: split and demise of
Autonomous Action (AA). Ten years have passed since that event.
This federative interregional organization had chapters in many
cities accross the whole country and existed since 2002. This organi-
zation had many shortcomings and problems, but also AA as such
was needed and had meaning. For that reason its loss, signifying
the ongoing decline of the organized movement in Russia, became
a massive set back for the subsequent generations of anarchists.
It was not the first organisation in the RF to disintegrate, but this
case is particularly memorable because it had cross-regional impli-
cations. Deep reflection, work on mistakes and reorganisation were
needed and could have prevented the decline of anarchism in Rus-
sia that had already begun at that time. Instead, with the collapse
of Autonomous Action we arrived at disillusionment, lack of ideo-
logical principle and hostility that fragmented the anarchist move-
ment in Russia and undermined its potential for years to come. We
moved on to isolated projects and less formal types of organisation:
collectives, affinity groups, personal projects. In and of themselves,
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In the dystopian future thus envisioned, anarchist ideas grow
more relevant, not less. Other ideas of social organisation that do
not strive for radical direct democracy, equality, the elimination
of human oppression and the cessation of the destruction of the
planet have already proven to be untenable and disastrous. Never-
theless, the current of projects for a free society are not in their
strongest at the moment.

Where are we, anarchists, in this global picture? A significant
part of the anarchist movement in Belarus and Russia is currently
in exile. In trying to generalise and understand its situation, we can
outline some thoughts that we hope can help us to overcome the
current state of the anarchist movement. Since we ourselves have
come out of the context of internal Russian colonialism, our under-
standing of Belarusian emigration is based only on our comrades’
retelling of experiences and observation of their external work, so
we will concentrate on what we have seen with our own eyes and
about which we have a better understanding.

Challenges, losses and hopes

The situation in which anarchism in BUR finds itself is a diffi-
cult one. Over the last fifteen years the movement has experienced
a series of defeats: the failure of the protests in Russia in the early
2010s; the ousting of the organised anarchist force from the Maidan
in Ukraine and the rise to power of a new elite; the effective re-
pression of the anarchist movement in Russia and Belarus that put
dozens of people behind bars; the defeat of the protests and up-
rising in Belarus in 2020; the failure of the anti-war resistance in
Russia in 2022 that led to the exodus of thousands of politically
active people and the imprisonment of hundreds. As a movement
we have lost and continue to lose comrades: deaths in battle or on
the streets, suicides, imprisonment. But internal factors also play a
role, for example, disillusionment: with many leaving in search of



another way of fulfilment in life, or with the many crises of rela-
tionships within the movement, including interpersonal violence,
incidents of which often remain unresolved. However, these prob-
lems are not unique to our context; they are found in all human
communities. At the same time, one can clearly see hope and the
will to change: lessons from the past are analysed and discussed,
mistakes are worked on, comrades in prison are supported, and
the memory of those who died in battle is cherished. Prisoners and
the fallen remind us of the need to continue the struggle and to
strive for the development of the movement.

We want to particularly emphasise the significance of the Rus-
sian war in Ukraine for anarchist movements in BUR, because it
is an event that has disrupted the usual order. The diversity of
views on Ukrainian comrades’ participation in the war exposed
many problems in the understanding of anarchism. Narrow ide-
ological views and dogmatism of some parts of the international
movement has led to criticism of the Ukrainian movement and the
groups that support it in the struggle while real war is taking place
in Ukraine, in which thousands of people, including our comrades,
are dying. The Ukrainian experience is extremely important and
relevant: the work of the Solidarity Collectives, the organisation of
the Anti-Authoritarian Platoon theanarchistlibrary.org, the contin-
uation of activities under the conditions of military invasion should
serve as examples for us, and not become occasions for attacks.

Now the anarchist movement in BUR is small in number
and is represented in several spheres: political prisoners and
their support in Belarus ABC-Belarus and Russia Solidarity
Zone, armed resistance to the Russian invasion of Ukraine in the
ranks of the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) under the emblem
of the Resistance Committee and the activities of Solidarity
Collectives, the partisan movement (Combat Organisation of
Anarcho-Communists (BOAK), and the anarcho-partisans now
in detention and Black Nightingales), collectives and projects
engaged in diverse work (Antijob, Akrateia, DIAna, Black Square,

certainly resistance to the regime and the necessary preconditions
for the rise of such a force.

Nevertheless, emigration has great potential. For example, it
can bring new people in. We see material mutual aid and educa-
tional projects as good channels for opening the doors of the anar-
chist movement to people in emigration who want to contribute to
the destruction of Putin’s regime. It is possible and necessary to en-
ter the non-anarchist Russian emigrant environment with clearly
formulated ideas, concrete proposals and ways of realising them.

All of the above is often not a problem of emigrants alone. For
the last 10 years there has not been a united organised movement
in Russia. Therefore, we realise that we cannot expect that anar-
chist emigration, with all its difficulties, will suddenly have con-
crete ideas and a direction of action. Nevertheless, we cannot but
mention the experience of the Belarusian comrades who have been
in emigration for many years and who have been active. Unfortu-
nately, the Russian emigration has scarcely looked to this experi-
ence, and direct co-operation and common struggle have not been
established. The absence of an organised movement makes these
tasks difficult. Yet, in our opinion, existing collectives and projects
could devote more time and effort to this kind of co-operation.
The same can be said about the links with the Ukrainian anarchist
movement: we consider criticism from Ukrainian comrades about
insufficient or ambiguous support and weak attempts at contact to
be very important and serious. The conclusion from this criticism
is not that we are bad and guilty. The main conclusion we see is
this: we need a cohesive and effective movement, for which we
need organisations. Then we can develop not only a worthy strug-
gle against the regime, but also prepare for what comes after.
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A particular phenomenon felt in Georgia and Armenia, but also
present in European emigration, is the artistic milieu from Moscow
and St. Petersburg, which discovered political struggle and anar-
chist principles after Navalny’s imprisonment and the full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in 2022. Given the deplorable state of the anar-
chist movement, it is somewhat disconnected from anarchist ide-
ology itself and the history of the movement in Russia. This exam-
ple highlights the need for ideological discussion that can support
a high level of ideological training. Such training is very impor-
tant because it provides the foundation for the anarchist struggle,
without which it will be impossible to engage in it effectively. In
our view, Belarusian School of Anarchism has been moving in the
right direction and can serve as an example and inspiration in this
endeavour.

Another reason for the need for ideological training is that the
political imagination of Russian anarchist emigration has been un-
dermined by collapsed organisations and collectives, Soviet and
post-Soviet experiences, repression, isolation and failure. These fac-
tors should not be taken as excuses, but as a reality that we have
had to face and which have much to teach us. Nowadays, however,
post-irony is often the main ideological approach to the challenges
of emigration, war and the need for revolution. This attitude pre-
vents us from taking events seriously and giving them meaning.
Post-irony helps to deal with difficulties and stress on a personal
level through distancing and mocking the big and difficult ques-
tions which, nevertheless, require answers. For example: Russia
has fully revealed its authoritarianism, started a full-scale war, and
we are in exile. What do we do about it? How to act honourably?
Most of us cannot give a concrete answer to this question, because
many of us think and answer as individual people who do not see
themselves in such large-scale categories as resistance or a revolu-
tionary movement. But we need to start thinking in these terms. Al-
though there is no revolutionary movement at the moment, there is

12

Only Ourselves, as well as emigration (Pramen, Egalite), book
publishing and media Avtonom.org. There are also many people
who sympathise with anarchist ideas but for one reason or another
do not find a place in existing organised activity.

It is also worth noting that the position of the anarchist move-
ment in Russia is of key importance not only for Russian anarchists,
but also for Belarusian and Ukrainian comrades. Lukashenko’s dic-
tatorial regime is completely dependent on Putin’s regime, and the
stability of the latter guarantees the preservation of the former, just
as the continuation of the war in Ukraine is directly connected with
the unleashed ambitions of the Russian top brass. The failures and
setbacks of the Russian anarchist movement, the inability to or-
ganise the struggle in such a way as to significantly destabilise the
influence of the empire in Belarus and Ukraine, constrain the po-
tential actions of comrades there. There is a good article about this
relationship by Pramen.

The problem and potential of emigration

Anarchists from BUR found themselves quite often in European
countries before 2022: they escaped repression, went away to study
or work, crossed the borders of states through mountains and
forests to establish connections and organize activities in foreign
countries. Now it is a more mass phenomenon. The main waves
of emigration from Russia took place in the spring and autumn of
2022, with the overwhelming majority of those who left going to
nearby Armenia, Georgia and Kazakhstan. The first two countries
became havens for the majority of anarchists, leftists, liberals and
less politically determined people. Over time, various projects
and initiatives came to be realised there, and the community
itself formed enclaves of sorts, without building strong ties with
local movements. Unfortunately, this emigration can most easily
be characterised as problematic from an economic, political and



cultural point of view. The former Soviet republics are still bearing
the consequences of colonisation by the Russian Empire and the
USSR, a tradition which Russia continues today by maintaining
its influence in these countries. The waves of Russian emigration
brought with them not only political dissidents who were unable
to continue living under the regime’s already open aggression
and repression. With them came unexamined colonial culture,
metropolitan consumerism in the service sector, rising prices
and other problems affecting the places that received them. This
could be described as a new spontaneous and often unconscious
colonisation of territories already occupied by Russian culture and
economy. This is important to keep in mind when talking about
the new Russian emigration, which in scale and meaning has
been compared to the emigration of Soviet dissidents during and
after the Russian Revolution. Back then, the routes were mainly
to Western Europe and the United States, and the emigrants were
in a different position in relation to the local cultures of the “first
world” countries.

Approaching the scale to a more familiar reality and taking a
closer look, we can say that the mood in emigrant anarchist circles
and projects in Georgia and Armenia seems ambiguous and the
general situation is precarious. In all of this we can note a tendency:
many people are feeling rather depressed. Apart from despondency
and a lack of will to act, there are cases of suicide and many people
struggle with mental health. This is influenced by the difficult finan-
cial situation, problems with addictions and irresponsible drug use,
a constant search for funds, lack of confidence in the future and lack
of any prospects. These factors are further aggravated by the seri-
ous problem of interpersonal violence and frequent conflicts within
small communities. It should be noted that these problems existed
and were quite widespread in the anarchist milieu even before em-
igration. Expectedly, these problems came along with the people
from this milieu, and were further complicated by the insularity of
emigrant groups in the new environments of unfamiliar countries.
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However, there is also a constructive tendency in these commu-
nities, for example, to explore conflict resolution mechanisms and
approaches to justice. Some parts of the expatriate anarchist com-
munity work hard in this direction, and devote a lot of energy to
supporting friends in difficult situations. This work often coincides
with the labour of reflecting on the influence of patriarchy in the
community and dealing with its various consequences.

The instability is also seen in the frequent movement of peo-
ple from one project to another, as they try to find something that
gives meaning, but at the same time does not encroach on personal
comfort. Nevertheless, there is no idea what to do with life. Usu-
ally communities provide stability, collectivity and some kind of
support. Not finding this, people naturally follow learned individ-
ualistic and atomised modes of existence. In this case, values such
as struggle, comradeship and organisation are not readily under-
stood. In our movement right now it is even hard to talk about a
strong ethical foundation as an expected minimum for everyone.
But if this is so, then what are the defining values now? Personal
financial success, a certain level of comfort and an excessive focus
on partnerships come to the fore. Because of this, one often sees re-
sistance to anything that requires giving up much of this comfort
to which the capitalist system has accustomed us. The core value in
this context is individualism. It allows us to think of ourself as an
independent unit, separate from other people and the world around
us. This thinking orientates a person first of all to organise his or
her own life in isolation from other people and to be unwilling to
see themself as a part of something bigger in a global perspective.

Here we see one of the tasks of any revolutionary movement:
to give reason and motivation to voluntarily sacrifice comfort and
belief that it is not for nothing. Because we see that even with the
full-scale war in Ukraine and the deaths of hundreds of thousands,
relatively few people in the politically conscious part of the Rus-
sian population found reasons to sacrifice their comfort and fight
against the regime.
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