The Fetish Speaks!

Fredy Perlman

1969



the FETISH speaks!

It is an
enchanted,

......

)
SO,

p
-G TAYRANT

their 9/10511 wa//({.'rzg as
social characters and af the

O scme lime as mere Z%Zﬂgs.
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T +his werld, a ummodi%r is
a Very queer ‘Hsing, o.Leunclinj

in me“?&PLySICa’ subtleties and
Haealosical hiceties.

So -qu as 4 g a
TJo.\ue in use, Here
is no+L1n3 mys+eriou5
about it, whether we
tonsider it from the
Point  of view Hiot

by its properties it
1s Ca.Pa.Lle of sa+is{Y_
\ns human Wants

J

/t is as clear as noon-day that man)) S
by his indvstry, changes the forms
of the materials furnished
by natvre in such a
way as fo make
them vsefol
Yo him.

)’ef, For
all that
the table




But, so soon as it steps forth as a commoduiy,\’

Nit is changed into something transcendent.

Af, in velation to all gther

[ commodities, it stands on

’/'(/; ’n(')t _o;\\) ;I—(;;d\'n\ \  its head, and ewolves out of
. ‘ t - wci wooden bruin qrnlesftue
wi 1ts tYee Lo

ideas,_———

Fx om the moment that. men n uh\f WHY work for one am”mr;)

their lobor assumes a sccial form. ——

of a

\oocial relation between the produds, ——

\ ,/( “\>uL He mulu;‘l relations of Hﬂ‘i Pl‘rx‘lucers take the form

./A commodity is therefore a m\fs}chg,u S Z
‘H'\inrj, t,lmply because 1n 1t the Socla.l/,.
| ‘C‘uu acter of men's labor appears ’
(' E*’o them as an ()L}ethvr chavacter /
!Si’um‘:‘-e(l 'LPF'h the Pr-(x!ucf x.\f v,/
( \ that la.bnvr. I .

/s

)

T —— T A
'l}wnauar: the relation of
[ the ‘:rhdurers te the sum
{inluJ of their own labor
! 15 pre sent ed to H\em as
F'L social relation existin
‘ nof “)("w-'(’h }Lx?m‘.e,\/estj

‘)ul EP*’wr'nr\ }LP‘ PI’Y;(luLtS
\ \of their labor /




It is a definite social
relation between men that

(In that world

assumes, in their eyes, y =
o the productions of
the fan- . R "
: In order to find the human brain
tastic B
Pavm of an gnalogy we appear as independent
) 1 must have recourse beings endowed with
i,re ¥ to the mist-enveloped{|life, and entering
.lzn regions of the into relation both
e :
iilween religious world. with one another
LIEE and the human race.

This Fetish-
ism has its
origin in the
peculiar
social
character of
the labor
that pro-
duces them.

the Fetishism
which attaches it-
self to the products of
labor, so soon as they
are produced as commodi-
ties, and which is
therefore inseparable
from the production of
commodities.

So it is N
in the world

of commodi-
ties

with the
products

of men's
hands.

AUTHOR

The labor of the individual asserts itself as a part
of the labor of society only by means of the rela-
tions which the act of exchange establishes directly
between the products, and indirectly, through them,
between the producers.
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(The money form of the world )

of commodities actually con-

ceals, instead of disclos-

ing, the social character

of private labor and the

social relations between
individual producers.

JoTMYeo
cEPSE

(&evertheless, when the pro-
ducers of coats and boots
ompare those articles with

\li_ne;/\k

(When I state that“\
coats or boots
stand in a rela-
tion to linen, be-
cause it is the
universal incarna-
tion of abstract
human labor, the
absurdity of the
statement is self-
evident

7
or, what is the ‘\\
same thing, with

gold or silver, as
the universal equi-
valent, they ex-
press the relation
between their own
private labor and
the collective
labor of society
in the same absurd
form.




The categories of
bourgeois economy
consist of such
like forms,

They are forms of thought _\\\
expressing with social validity
the conditions and relations of
a definite, historically de-

termined mode of production, /

/

namely, the produc-
tion of commodities

labor as long as they take the

(The whole mystery of commodities),
all the magic and necromancy
that surrounds the products of
form of commodities,

vanishes so soon)

as we look at

other forms of
production,




(For a society based on the production of commodities,

in which
the producers
in general enter into
social relations with
one another by treat-
ing their products as
commodities and wvalues,

whereby they reduce their
individual private labor

to the standard of homo-

geneous human labor--

-=-for such a society,
Christianity with its
cultus of abstract man

more especially in its
bourgeocis developments,
Protestantism, Deism, etc.
is the most fitting form
of religion.




:nwc formulae which bear
' stamped wpon them in
unmistakable lefters Huat
‘1H'\€T bf’!ona fo a ‘J}'n.tf: G{'

ﬁociety in which the process

Og Pmdu(,hon h(l"m ma‘)“ery\

over man mstead of be'mB
| controlled by him_ )

—such ¥ormu|qe QPpeur
to the bour980|'5 inic“ect‘
to be as much a Self~“
evident hec:ess.fy imPObE’d ‘

by nature as productive |
labor itse If. J

. B W
This Pcrsonnch
\ca’(ion of ‘H\ian
\\(an\ conversion
\of Produ(%on

(

HCI’\CG ‘corms of SO(.iCLI 3
\ Pmduchon that Precedcd \
the bourqois form are
j%rcoied ‘:y the bourgEOiSiC

\r\ mud\ the same Wwa as :
| the Fathers of the Church TClmelons

' +reated pre- Christain reli«lions into Cpﬂ‘l’ies
e ‘\,\ rCl‘lS‘ a
(A

CVCT\{JQY

[ife.




The actual agents of \nnAmh(m feel t'omp\f'\c’ly at home \r\\)

(".\rum’(-r\ and rrational forms. /
-

capl Lal- wterest land—vent [ labor ,,wqqe_g\

Ecm\ormcs 15 no more than a Aiduduc,\\
more or less dogmatic translation of

( \C'V('r\lduy Qonwptmns ot the actual

: & (L(jenth of Produc--

tion arrqnged in |

5 |
a certain rational |

(Tt sees in +his WINIT?
whln'h is devola O{ Q." i
inner connection, the ‘
hcduro.| CLnd indul’)l‘fable

|0HY basis for its 5‘10.'*’

low pompousness. - 7J’



This formula \
simultaneously cor-
responds to the
interests of the

by procleiming the physical necessity and
eternal justification of their sources of
revenue and elevating them to a dogma.
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