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Over the past decade, we’ve witnessed the resurgence of a
familiar historical pattern, with segments of the working class and
poorer communities increasingly turning to far-right figures like
Trump and Le Pen. Austria is the latest country to take a sharp
rightward turn, with the anti-immigration, pro-Russia Freedom
Party (FPÖ) securing the winning position in last Sunday’s elec-
tion [ed. – first published October 7th], which had an impressive
80% voter turnout. This confirms a growing trend seen recently in
countries like Italy, Hungary, Poland, Brazil and France.

Mainstream left-wing circles often interpret this shift as a re-
sult of their own perceived “failures” to address working-class con-
cerns. A common argument is that a ‘class reversal’ has occurred,
with leftist parties being co-opted by educated neoliberal elites.
Others contend that the left has abandoned economic analysis in
favour of identity politics.1

However, the root issue lies in the failures of the electoral
democracy system itself. The feelings of betrayal and disillu-

1 ed. – see ‘The Position of the Excluded’



sionment stem from the statist left’s historical failure to
challenge the spectacle of electoral politics, which serves to
maintain the class system at all costs. Instead, leftist parties
co-opted periods of insurrection and unrest, during the collapse
of social democratic ideals in the economic crises at the dawn of
the 21st century. By doing so, the left (focused today on the Green
New Deal,2 identity, and human rights) has positioned itself as one
of the two pillars of hegemonic politics, the other being the right
(focused on climate change denial, nationalism, and religion).

The modern statist left faces a fundamental tragedy.
Bound to electoralism, it becomes entangled in the web of neolib-
eral governance, offering neither real alternative solutions nor
effectively challenging the capitalist system during a period of
crisis and restructuring3 – a time that should be a prime oppor-
tunity to steer forward on a new path. Meanwhile, the elite
stays in control by diverting workers from direct action
and steering them toward far-right electoral options or
orchestrated xenophobic riots.4 These distractions buy time for
the ruling class to restructure production and political systems to
adapt to the grim realities of climate collapse and ecocide.5

Ironically, it is the far-right, not the left that thrives on false
promises. Far-right leaders cloak themselves in anti-establishment
rhetoric, positioning themselves as champions of the “forgotten”
working class. By exploiting myths such as the ‘Great Replace-
ment’6 and the degeneration of Western civilisation, they channel

2 ed. – see ‘Let’s Destroy Everything that is Called Tesla!’
3 ed. – see Capitalism & Electrification
4 ed. – see Avoiding the ‘Peaceful Protest’ Trap
5 ed. – see The “Green” Farce Everywhere and Nowhere Else
6 ed. – Conspiracy theory that Jews and/or Marxists and/or ‘globalists’ aim

to create majority-Muslim populations in the ‘Global North’ that are supposedly
more pliant (although also supposedly inherently terroristic!), by encouraging un-
restricted immigration and suppressing ‘native’ birthrate. Motivation of Callum
Parslowwho stabbed an asylum seeker nearWorcester in last year, espousing that
“I am but a gardener tending to the great garden of England.” While of course in-
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working-class anger into nationalism and xenophobia. Their
agenda once again fractures the working class, dividing it along
racial, ethnic, and national lines. Once in power, the far-right
capitalises on the economic desperation that initially propelled
their rise, imposing austerity and anti-worker policies that further
deepen inequalities.

In this way, they reinforce both material and ideological
barriers that protect the privileged within the citadel from
the excluded ‘others,’ spreading fear and hatred on both
sides. The excluded are denied entry into the zones of pros-
perity inside Fortress Europe,7 while the state exerts control
over the ‘prospering’ population showing zero tolerance
for anyone who falls outside the boundaries of depressive
capitalist realism.

The solution does not lie in reforming leftwing electoral parties
to bring them in line with the ongoing collapse of the capitalist
system. It lies in building a movement that rejects the entire frame-
work of electoral politics.The answer is in direct action, mutual aid,
and community-based organising that rejects both the xenophobia
of the farright and the hollow promises of the left. Only with radi-
cal class consciousness and anti-authoritarian organisation can the
capitalist and state structures that continually betray us be disman-
tled.

extricable, it’s worth noting which has the greatest body-count between street
Nazi actions and those mandated by, for example, Josep Borrell Fontelles, life-
long man of the Left (the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party) when as both High
Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs & Security Policy and Vice President
of the EU Commission he said in 2022 that “Europe is a garden… Most of the rest
of the world is a jungle. And the jungle could invade the garden” – see Statement
on the Melilla Massacre.

7 ed. – see Death is a Master From Germany
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