Fascist Guns Down Seattle Wobbly
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A member of the IWW was nearly killed in Seattle Jan. 20 by neo-fascist Elizabeth Hokoana,
after she and her husband Marc infiltrated anti-inauguration and Milo Yiannopoulos protests at
the University of Washington’s Red Square.

Video of the protests show Mark Hokoana warning his wife “don’t shoot anyone,” “they have
to start it” He then attacked protesters with pepper spray, sparking a confrontation which ended
in the shooting of Industrial Workers of the World activist Joshua Dukes, who was trying to de-
escalate the situation. The Wobbly, shot in the stomach, was hospitalized for a month, underwent
emergency surgeries to save his life, and is now in physical therapy.

The day before the shooting, Marc Hokoana messaged a friend on Facebook, stating, “I'm going
to wade through their ranks and start cracking skulls.”

Remarkably, police released the couple without charges just hours after they surrendered.
They claimed to be investigating the shooting, searching Marc Hoakana’s cell phone in Febru-
ary. Media reports say he erased its memory before turning it over to police. “I would describe
[Marc and Elizabeth] as being very polite and cooperative,” said University of Washington Police
Department Major Steve Rittereiser.

One need not speculate as to how the Wobbly would have been treated had he shot one of the
neo-fascists. Scores of protestors arrested the same day for demonstrating without a permit or
allegedly breaking windows were held for days and are now facing felony charges.

Yet the “investigation” dragged on for more than three months before prosecutors filed as-
sault charges against the Hokoanas April 24. They offered no explanation of why they were not
bringing attempted murder charges. During the investigation, Seattle authorities — including
“socialist” city councilor Kshama Sawant, a member of a Trotskyist party — kept mum, taking no
action to defend the rights of Wobblies and other activists to assemble without being assaulted
or killed.

Indeed, the shooting has been followed by a series of threats against University of Washington
campus activists. A self-identified white supremacist told a graduate student instructor he was
going to shoot her and her class; campus authorities refused to take action even after her car
windows were smashed a few days later. She subsequently quit the graduate program, explaining
that, “a PhD isn’t worth getting shot for” On Feb. 15, the theater where a Shakespeare play
was being performed by leading actors who were people of color was glued over with posters
proclaiming, “Yellow, Black and Brown. Look out! The Nazis have come to town!”



Neo-fascists are openly organizing armed groups to carry out such attacks. In Portland, Ore-
gon, the head of the local Republican Party called for such a force in the wake of the murder
of two people who tried to stop a neo-Nazi draped in an American flag from harassing Muslim
women.

In Berkeley, Kyle Chapman, charged with assault with a deadly weapon against local activists
March 4, has joined other neo-fascists to organize the “Fraternal Order of the Alt-Knights” “Our
emphasis will be on street activism, preparation, defense and confrontation,” Chapman told The

Root.
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